
you? A.-The deputy'* report ought to show how

.don't know that that is nnal at that

% -R-rw^av'o an_ fcr&sssa-g_Vh\t W.lrt Msmon OM V-Ve^tn^tne'vSluT
deputy who aaaeoMdtn 1$* "^^TpV cont. and

Kda^a^lS^ririfV^W^^1year, and asscssed lt for a htghir r. te.

MI8TAKE8 OF DKFTTIES.
. . .. _. r«n ret Bome of those mis-

9-ljetT. ere la No 237 fiVnadwny. tho corner.
talre?. There I* £:*..-¦'.' next to tho corner.
l.,.t us take up No. 23. Rr;,n(570nVh" corner-N-.s. BM

"K1&K3_ o. »« ai «~*-r»

sfsSTalp- 3f__-r__3 _¦¦S rSSfe.__«_&_ £_%¦ar cent 8f ¦ 0-1*
¦ e?nm __.d00 to W7"..O0O. a dlf-

kn o'v l* lncr< aaed from *._..**** w 1*""2, ., ,- Der.o, .... '

, rate of only 11 la-ii VK'
ference of ^'¦^,; ''y'V* "Jly front we bavo a

ffiA^e^.S_e?^^dfeBc^ttu^^.h^utn^^o. a-fc rlght there? A.

-Not neoeasaiily. ., . )ooking at the

¦£«jrf». __-«ss&* - .- ."

_£-4__SSa*»_tsa^
!to_5S-dR__»KB«
B
Mr. Moss-Wo wouid Mke to have flll tho fleld

bMrfl'Feltner-We wlll brlng them.

Mr K.NO. 3 I'ark l'lac. was Increased from

143OOD to mm n dlfference of $18,000. nnd B Bjjj
of 43 per cnt. The adjolnln* bulldlng. No. 6 I nrk

tiaco wns taateasad from W.O0O tO $30,000. a d.f-

frrVnc. of«S5 a rate of 58 per cent The other

cno waa 42. Tho adjolnlng bulldlng Na ls atttj
aaino rate. 68, and the next bulldlnga. Nos. I

and U Park Ftaoa. dmpped to t$ par ccnt. The

lent bulldlng. No. U I'ark (bB »- increased
from $30.00.) to ff.2.000. a rate of 73 per cei.t. Now

,snt iVa fact. Mr. C.rell. that ln flgunns J th.

diff.rencs between tba __erent »*.«h*; " *"

conciude.1 thal u was seoeaeanr »"**"»"*
ation on N.w-York City l,y abOUt $300,000,000? A.-

Tbat i» ab mi lt. I S*
AIMBD AT $:too,ono.noo.

o-And 1300.1. had to be divldc.l up among

the A Betwasi Naw-Tort and The

lironx. ^_

(., T'ie deputlea dld thelr beal to brlng in ng-

ur.s as nearly aa they could to gel that Increaae?
A-Dom. thelr bael to aquallae nll through.

.... Dld thelf beal to reach that neceesary flg¬
ure for ao,nallaatlon? A..Tea
A-And it bappened Bomettmea that deputlea

brought ln too much and lt had to ba rwnored.
A..That 1 don't know.
q._T deputy here tho other day. Mr.

Englehani. who teetlfled that he brought ln on

hl8 w out $1,000,000 of Increai
of Xhlrd-av. and lhal on eonsultatloo wlth tho

other deputlea, thal $1,000,000 was stru.-k out? A-

That I don'l know.
Q.-Hut if that waa lt II waa because lt was not

BBttiBBBTT. nnd Just that much t.urden OOUtd he ro-

Bavadf It ll WOUl 1"- tha reason for lt. wouldn't
lt? a.-i don't wanl to Bay, becauae I don't know
what hla reaaon was for ralslng it ln the flr^t

placo or of r, duclng It.

y._He stati-d he ralaed them on hls Judgment,
but when ha broughl the flgurea ln, on consulta-
tion with th. ther deputles, 1t was too much. and

eo about $1,000,081 waa atruck off. You know no

reason why his Btatamenta wera not correct, .1 .

you? A.I do not.
y -And lf a deputy brought ln more than was

Beeeeaary lo ralae tho au.ittional amount thnt had
to ba ralaed New-Tork, of courae, ln justlce to

the taxpoycrs lt was struck off? A..Some property
¦was ralaed outslde of New-York and The Uronx,

Q..] understaad that. Put I am talklng about
case« thal bappened in New-Tork, where the dep¬
uty brought in more than was necessary. You
dldn't hold more than was necessary. dld you? A.
.That 1 don't know. The chief deputy ought to

answer those questlons, because ho has chargo ot

tho books.
y..It wns not your Intentlon to hold more than

.was neccssorj¦? A..It was r.ot.

BICI LO.D ON MANHATTAN.
Q..You realized that the necessltles of tho case

threw a pretty heavy load on Manhattan anyhow?
A.-True.
Q..And you dld not mean that that burden should

be ony greater than was abaohately neesaaary, dld

you? A.That may be true.there was no necesslty
for lt.
Q..Yes, nnd so, when too much of an Increaso

wouid bo brought ln. lt was a proper thlng to ehave
U down? A. That I don't know. Mr. Mosa.
y That you Uoii't know? A-.I don't know, be¬

cause I dld not handle tho. e books.
q..I know, but l am Baktng you beoauee 1 thlnk

you ought to know. A. 1 ton you ;.rior to your
aaplanatlon that my piinclpaJ work waa in tba
eosporatlona aad peraonal taxation, therefore I
could not anawer you your Queationa as lnteili-
gt-ntly aa 1 wanted to.
y.- I appreclate all t.iat, ar.d I almply want to

get what you do know, that la all l wanl to get;
and of eourse 1 aaaume that, as one of the baada
ot tbe Department, you must b>- famlliar wlth the
gennal prlnclplea upon whleh the ofice waa ruiu
_\ Ah.
Q..I nm only nsklng you now aboul those general

principl's. Among them wi re ' ¦' ra_-
Ing a large addluonal Bum, greater In New-Tork
becauae Ii had it, and
the rlghteousness of not allowing any larger assess-
ment than w..s abaolutely neceaaary. Vou don't

fm want any larger aaaesamant than was really neces-
m aarv, and did not, did you? A. Mr. Moaa BB I
W te-'a you before, a mlnute ago, here. that from the

second Monday of January until the Drat day of
Mav, I have nol had a chance to look at hut one
fleld book. 1 hav.- been busy from I o'clock in tbo
mornlng untll 1 7 and 8 ln tho evenlng with my
own work, outslde of the>o booka.
Q..That la all rlght. l um not flndlng fault with

thut not s btt; but you ar..« not a lark, Mr. Grell.
A..Hut then I could not poeaibly p-: rerythtng
ot that klnd iu my head; tba record will show.
y..You aro n. a tlerk lu the Depuriintrit. A..

*-i .. I. .r.an.ii ii. so.
U..You aro otio of the heads ln the Department,hclping to create ili» pollcy upon whi.h the De-

partment la to be r:;:i, and th.-u for your own pur¬
pose and ronvenlence ln the Board, each man
agrees to look partlcularly after a certaln thlng?
A..Well. tba r...: eatate was worklng there, and I
had my work with the others, as I hav>» told you.

DOES NOT WANT TO EERBA A PUPPBT,
y.W- ll, n >w. Mr CrreU, you don't mean to be

put ln the very dubloua posltlon of a Tax Commis-
Blonar appolnt.-.l under a law whkh requlres him to
hav,. charge of al] tax matters. You don't wunt
to have it go out to the people of the city of New-
Tork.those who have to look at the responslntlity
of oWcc-r* and say that you have taken no part In
the adoptlng of tho policv of the tax ofrl.-e on the
ail-lmportuiit question of the real estate? A..1
don't say tbat
y. Of courae you don't. A..But when you get

me to a single fi.U l.ook. lt ls impossiblc for ma lo
answer the >ju< stiona.
y .The questlons I hav.- ask. d you you have an-

awvred all rlght. Thtit is. thut the necessltles of
th.. aaee reqinred the addltlon of a large asaeaa»d
value in the Horough of Manhattan and Thi- Bronx.

amount an.l aometlmea they brought in too much,
as has been teetlfled, and then w.tsn't lt the proper
?hlng for tboae lu charge and authorlty to wlpe
that off wh.n lt was too much? A That, aa I
tated beforv, whb In charge of that commlttee, Mr.
4oss. Th.y had to btina thelr returns to the clilef
lerk. and the chief chrk so reported to that com¬

mlttee.
y Now look hera Mr (Jrell. Suppose people

ehould come forward aml charge that in half the
dtv of New-York tha deputlea had eonsplr.-d to-

and con iptly, Ignorantly, or in any way
n it, had groasly Increased and unnecessarlly
¦ed thelr value, do vou thlnk you eot
i from your responslblllty by saylng you had

only look.-d after peraonal matters? A.To an ex-
tent. slr
y .You thlnk so? A.-Yea, because |f I wouid be

alao a member of lhal lteai Batate ''ommitt.-t- I
wouid know that other part of the Departintnt
y..Is there anythlng ln the ,-hnrt, r lhal provldes

for a r. oninilf.ee and r, peraonal commlt¬
tee that shall know nothlng about ea< h other's
buatness. A Not necesBarllj N.«, sir, th-re Ib not.
y.There ia not? A .No.
Q .On the other hand, the charter provldes that

the Tax Commlssloners shall be aciuulnted wlth
every department and form the policy of the offlce.
A-And In ord.-r to form the pollcy we must form
commlttees, otberw.ewe wouldn't get through.

AFKAID 0» THI PBOS.,

:UUIU, IIUl J SUUlll IK- glllU UI UO II,
y I don't think you bave qulte apprehended the

questl.ltl^? A fea, I hav.-.
y.And I wl.l say to you. Mr < ir. 11, tbat If you

were not eo afrald of tne QUesUonj you aroold slt
there and l"'ik to better ad\ai.iage. A. 1 am not
afra'd of your questlons; brlng them rlght out.
Q..I_t us have ycur anawer, then. I wlll put It

tb_ way, Mr, <Jn.U. Wbea j ¦_ knew that tbe

Porough of Manhattan hnd fM !.£.JJ'JJa
about |UW.ono.OOO to rquallxe. how dld f*?***."ow mueh of tha, Incre.so ahould ******* J
different .eetlons? A.-We had a B**B*Bg gfjjj
Board. and nll matter, nppertnlnlng to that were

brought beforo it. imnossl-
Q.-Yes? A.-But I rannot recollecl. It la ******

ble. what was-wha,cv,-r In.m.c.lons w.-r. g «.

waa left to Ihe presldent to glve to nll the du.u.l.s

and clerka. , ., r.rc'.l
g._Well. as the resuit of that mee nf -Mr.^<¦ £

thvre were instructlona given Aj-I '
.,, .,.

g.-And each deputy knee abou.n .¦,

district would have to atand o «*.¦».«_.
A .Tea. alr. of COUreo, I do t kiIOw w

. tna,
.,.. was that your tatentton ' "/;;,, ,.* that

meetlng and taklng part ^ »he delltjraw ^^
«a th. resuit of that mt-.-ting ei.cn a.| >

know about what he OUght tO dO. A^ IB.^ ,
where my Bxgument comea_in, -y- -

,<,.., jejtate
aay that power was transft-rr. u m

rgm-Wa7.he RealJ->.a.e ...n.mlt.ee-now that 1*

a autemant of fact? A. »«¦.*¦. . ncrer,t thnt an-
g whlch la ¦«P<*l"V«I^comralttee compelledflWW. w..s that i« -s» . "rlwi abput

creaaed or inereaB.-J. Mi. Moss.

lONOKANT Of THK INriTRfCTK-NS.
Q._Not na.urally; I am not -^f&^Sbut waan't lt ^"tood *bat t knSThow mueh he

^ni^ft»r^K KcU. they

ITordS to be ^'^^Seff^tfte'coraralfteelt your ini.ntloti that tho Real p'-air .'

^Sd^waBWpuM/f^T-Tb'oVo^^^Ul^weef^.Comm.ss.oner.
,noth3Y.Ttnaf¦ th^W^hoSTb?K.ntel.1g.nt instruc-

ttona iiv.-t, A, The _l__te book ouflil to show. I

don't know what was ***_.... h _. aU tho talk?
g.-The mlnute book does not snow an

A^Why. It shows all the proce-edtoge.
g.-But it doea boi .bowall teetoihT a-JJ*"1

V-A%WtAnfheVe.hfhl»ln-^^i^yfeapportioni.rg of Se -ff.renl -awroentagea to the

^tpass. ^i___-ie^B- *¦« ^^ppAjv
^s^^-'.'^iw-.-ita.',,,.-
T-And ln the. Rorough of Brooklyn lt wa* about

*<£^_din t-i BoWUgb of gueens 1. was about 100

par a.'" '.' A..Y.-s, sIr.
BAS 13 OF A-8EMMBNT.

Q_Vow was lt not dlsc.ase.l nnd practlcally
declded la tbe raeetlag that property would i*m*

aeeaed al aboul t:. per eent of the neorded aaJeal
,\ .Not to my knowledge.
Q-That ia the testlmoiiy that Mr. I-Yitner gava

the other day. A.-1 don't know that I did not

henr hlm teatlfy to that.

Q.-Tou don't reoolleot anythlng like that.

A..No.
Q-Waa not thnt alio.it the un.lerstnn.llng, that.

ns near ns you could get lt. you would eaver the

entlre dty nt a ratlo of abonl "

per cent of tbo

recorded aaleat A.-T00 nre ,-omlng back to the

old question a* to that npportloning that tho com¬

mlttee had that I don't know anythlng about I

dld nol have the tlme to laterfere with thoee thlngs.

g_I>o you mean to tell us that you abaolutely
aurrendered nll your powers, all your Intere.t aad

knowledge. 0.1 Ihe real estate slde? A.-F.xcept the

Inpoltant buslness from lnrgo estates, that were

brought l.efore the Board; yes, «lr.
Q.-And when dld that happen, when you made

that arrangement about eoraraltteesl A.-The first

meetlng wo had of the Board.
g.-That was in Jatniary. 18H«? A..Yes.
Q.-Will you tell me why you were seleeted. or

wero a.eigned to tho corporatlon and personal slde.
rather than the real estn.o Btdel A.-I don't know.

There was no lntention ln it, 1 BUPPOBO.
g .Dld you ask for lt? A.-No, slr.

Q Dld 1t not occur to you that a mnn who hnd

just come from a brewlog company, nnd who
would havo to pass upon tho appUcatlone nnd
Btatements of all the brewlag compaa.e ln New-

York. should have prefcrably taken the real estate

pldc' a..I don't know. I did not have nny BUeh
thoughts of such kinds. Wo went ln there to do
tho buslness of the offlce ns fairly nnd boneatly ns

we could, and therefore we formed ourselves ln
comniittee-B.
Q..And was It entlrely nn accldent that you took

the personal slde? A.-It wns all agreed by the
Coat.IB.SO.. rs.

Q.-DIJ you ask for It? A.-No, slr.
Q..Who appointed you? A..The presldent dld,

upon reeolutlon, 1 belleve.
Q.Who propoaed tho resolutlon? A..That I

tould hot remembi r,

Hi: HAD LTTT-l TO PAY.

Q..Dldn't you have anythlng to *ay In the shnp-
lng of the resolutlon, and in dlscusslng who should
bo ot these two cornmltt.-es? A.-I might have
bad Bomethlng to say; yes, slr.
Q..It was your dtslre to be on the corporatlon

and peraonal atde, waan't it? A..No, slr; no, slr.

Q..You had BOthlag to say abOUt that, but took
|ust what came? A..Well, we talk.-.l it over, aa a
matter of fact, There was u»r prealdent, ns well
aa Comrnissloner l'atterson, of Brooklyn, nn old
real eatate man, and Mr. Bbeehy was a real eatatc
man; that, if 1 rememl.. r rttrht would probably be
the praetleal men on tb. Beal Estate Commlttee.
Q..Mr. Hrell. did you do anythlng as a Tax i'..m-

mtaalonar to aecure eouallty between the different
borougha of tbe <ltv ln the mntter of real .state?
a- Exceptlng what came before tbe Board.
g..What dld you <lo to aecure eouallty h<-tw**n

the different partfl of the clty of New-Vork; what
did you .1..? A..Peraoaally?
Q faa -Ir A..I told vou thal before. Mr. Moss.
Q..Not a thlng? A..Eaceptlng property .hat

came before the Board; otherwlae, the committc-o
had charge of the ,-ntirt- bualneaa.
Q..What resolutlon or proposltlon of nny kind

came before th- Board for the purpose of s.-curing
.-quality between tha <litT.-r.-nt boroughs on whlch
you took any actlon? A..Oh, I presume th.-re w.-re
a number of them; I can't recall a Blngle caso

DOW, Mr. Moss.
g._Waa th.re anythlng? A-.Tea, we hnd mc-et-

Ings upon important caei .-.

Q..1 nm not BPeaklng nbo.it lndlvldual enses; I
am taiking nbo.u th.. varying rat- of Increaae be¬
tween tbe different boroughs. Now. what dld yon
do, as a .'ommlssloner, to se.-ure unlformlty in the
valuatlon of real eotate between the differ.-nt bor-
oukIis? a..What dld i do, peraoaally?
Q..Tea. A..Why, Mr. Moss, I was not on thnt

commlttee.
g You dld nothinp. then? A.-Vlrtunlly .pr-ik-

lt.g 1 dld not bother about the returna of tbe dep-
uties nor tb. Chlef Deputy oa r<-ai estate matter*.
g- What. if anythlng, dld >..>.. de as Commla-

sioner what, lf any, m tlon dld you take as Com¬
rnissloner to BOCare equallty between the different
aectloaa ar.d the different boroughs of Manbattaa
and The Bronx? a .That was agreed upon. a* to
the resolutlon paaaed bv thal eommltt.e.
g..Then that all went to that commlttee? A..

Tea, slr.
g.~You hnd nothlng to do wlth lt? A..Not wlth

regard to real estate.

FEITNKRS BTRONG INFI.l'ENCi:,
Q.Is It not a fact that Mr. Feltner, more than

any one else, has ahaped the policy of the Tax I.e-
tiartment ln thls matter of e-iuallzatlon between
boroughs and sectlons ln Manhattan and Tho
Bronx? A..No, slr; lt bas been l.efor.- tbe full
R.-ard.
g.-I.ut you haven't taken nny part ln it? A..Not

nfter the resolutlon pnsae.l; I couldn't, Mr. Moss.
g. Aad iha. waa agn -i on at the drst m.-.-ting

ln lratK" A.-1'erfectly rlght. slr.
Q.fiurely? A.--I'erfectly rlght; yrs, slr.
Q..Who was with you on the Peraonal Tax Com¬

mlttee? A..Comrnissloner Palmon.
Q..And Mr. Feltner' A. Y. s, slr.
Q..Mr Feltner ls also on tne R.-al Estate Com-

ralttee? A.- That ls true.
Q.- Now. Mr. Feltn.-r ls on tbe r.-al estate slde

and on the personal slde, whlle the two other Com-
mlaalonera are mstrlcted to the personal slde nnd
two C->mml->s|ojHirs are re?trl.-tod to the r>-al aatate
filde? A..You havo that wrong; the Commlaalonera
a* a whole aro on peraonal, and "the two oommlt-
t..s Bl*fl formed for real .state and corporatlon
mattera.
Q I understand that. Now look nt It You dldn'tund, rstand mo. There are live commlssloners? A_.

*i a, slr.
Q. <'n. of thos« ia Mr. Feltner" A.-Yes, alr.Q..Thrre are four b^-aid.-H Mr. FBttner? A -Yesslr.
Q.Two of tho!-e four ure on tho personal slde?

A..I'eraonal and corporatlon.
Q..That ls you nnd Mr Salmon. And the other

ta en the real estate atde? a.Yea. *ir.
W.- Arul Mr Feltner ls in both? A.Yes. slr.
g K.. tli.it 1 say that 'c.la mli. 1 ts the c.ntrolllng

mlnd In all theae matter*? A.--Not necessarlly.g..Well, ho know'B tho personal sl.l« nnd the
re*l eatate al let A.You know why a rommlt.ee
Is uneven, ns B rule. a ense of lmportance r-ome»
up
g..But ho bas to carry wuter on 1x>th slioulders?

A -Thal la true.
g-Do,-s he reeetve any more compensatlon thnn

ther comrolaalonera? a .You mean aalary?
g Balary? A .Ye».
g Th.-n he is BBpoctOd to do more work. Do

¦ mi expeet hlm to do more work than you do? A
No. n.oeaeerlly, ao.
g 1...-H ho co-operat. wlth you on the p< rsnnal

aud coria.ratUni slde? A Yea, alr. Not th» cor¬
poratlon so mnch, but personal
g.Doea ho attend th. meetlng* ef your commlt¬

tee? A Yes, slr.
Q.And the meetlng* of the real estate r-ommlt-

teet A .Yea.

DOIM Nt»T KNOW BU CHAIBMAN.
g..Doe* he do a* muoli work a* you do on your

n.i* of th* Board? A..I gucss he does, we aro all
very Lusy.

Q.-Ia Mr. Feltner chnlrman of both cotnmlttees?
A.-No, I dont thlnk ao.

.

y -Who Ib chalrman of your commlttee? Don t

vou kr.ow? A.-I really don't remember ss to what

.^resoiution w... Whether Mr. Feltner I. ch. r-

mnn of 808 commlttee or not. He may be. I can

flyd-_ow wlll you flndtout? A.-By our re.olutlon

In the Board passed.
u Well lsn't there a better way of flndlng out

Who prcido. Bt the meetings? A--That ls at the

Hoarri, ho Is chnlrman.
y -Who prestdes flt the meetings of your com¬

mlttee *¦ A. Th.- ln_V_UaI commlttees. you mean.

,j Your peraonal and corpora lon commlttee.

A _We very rarely tneet as commlttees; wc bave

t., do work. and we have no tlmo to meot as com-

mttteea .

,. Don't vou do work ln meetings of the oom-

I You d<Mft n... I ln <ommltle.-s ns a whole.
becaueo vour work Is on the eorporation slde. A.-

KOW 1.1 me show you. If anythlng Important
,,,.,. up l-efore tho mlnor commlttee. that ls re-

ferred to the Board. WS bave no BflBlSl meetings

of tha flatnor eommtttsa
q l.vt us SSS how thal works. If there Ib some¬

thlng tbat comes up ln your personal commlttee

that ls too blg a nut for you to crack. you r.-f.-r

It to the whole Bonnl? A.- Y.s.

Q_And thOOB two real .state men lnterested on

the real sattt* alde, th.y have to come ln and
kotp you out on the personal slde? A. No. not

,!,., way There are cases which wlll take ono

man an bour to go over thoroughly. He lays that

on.- aslde. nnd lf any partlcular question comea up,

Wheth T II ls x eorporation ©r ft personal matter, lt

ls referred ts ths Board, lf there is any question of

doubt th.-n.
y.Thnt Is the wnv I understand lt. Hut what

do thaSS men on the real estate sldn know about

rour buslness. tbe eorporation and peTSOMll They
don't have anythlng to do wlth that? A-They do.

lf they wnnt any facts. they can get It from tho

records.

HAZT MBTHOtt OF PROCBDUMa.
y-Yea tbat sny man r:in do. I could go tbere

end gel II fro.n the re.-ords. But do they know ,-mv

mir- about tho peraonal and eoiroratlon slde tbtm

vi.a know SSOUl the real estete slde? A.-That 1

don't know. I know they don't handle ns mnny

caaea .".s I do.
y.-Thero ls nothlng thnt hns hnppencd ther- tbat

wouid show you thut they know anythlng about

your Slde? A.-The ldea ls here. If .-very one of

the commltteos la busy. and they need nsslstanec.

nnd the rest of the commiastoners e.re not bu-y.
they belp one another out.

Q..Well, don't It come down to thls. that where

tha people auppoee IbSI thr, pollcy of thls very im-

portaBl t. x Dspartaaent is ahapad by flve eoaa-

mlaaloners, tbat after all lt la shaped ln parts by
two eon_.sl iners, ona on one olda and one on tho
ot!:. r? -V Not at all. slr.
q _Vou haven't done anytblr.g to shapo the real

aatata pollcy of ths Tax Department? A..Not

much, bul I havo done lots lo BbapS the other pnrt.
... Anl tha real estnte men hav not dono any¬

thlng to shapo your slde of tba Lnslncss? A..No,
thnt Is true.

Q.-Bo whero the people suppose th*y have flve

commlsaloners laylng out an equal and aqalubla
pollcy for the entlro .-Ity. they really havo two

comnrUtees? A..How could we get along ofher-

wlaal
y.-I don't know. A -I om trylng to tell you.

y.What do you thlnk about trusts, Mr. Otoflt
You have <o eODStder trusta, as a Tax Cormnls-

sioner? A.-They nre very detrlmental to the

country.
A..Arf. there any trusts represented In the city

of New-York? A..Dots of them.
Q.~Wbat are they, the prlnclpai tmsts? A.You

know as many as I do. sugar trusts and tobacco

trusts.

Q..Rut you. ns fl Tax Commlssloner, thlnk they
are very detrlmental. and you have the power to

get o't.r them. Niw, I ask you What those trusta

nr09 A -You asked me a mlnute ago what I

thought of them. Now. I don*t know. what do

you mean by that question now, what they aro?

Dcllno your question.
y.-You must have had somethlng ln your mlnd

when you nnsw.r.d the question? A..No.

y.You nnswered that trusts were detrlmental?
A..Y'es. slr.
q._Now. lt ls tbe klnd of trusts tbnt you say

aro detrlmental thnt I ntn talklng nbout, nnd 1 bave

asked you to enujnerat>vsome of them r.-preaented
In the city of New-York, and you beg-an, you sald

the sugar trust and tho tobacco trust. Now, what

other? A.I couldn*t name every trust ln New-

York. Tbat U ImposslUe.

TAXES ON TRUPTfl.

Q.I am asklng for the large trusts that you ns

a Tax Commlssloner. whu have to flnd the property
of people and corporatlans that you as a Tax

fommlssloner ought fo know somethlng about.

A.Tes; but we have them,by thoiisands.
q.Tiiousan'ls of trusts? A .No, not thoiisands

of trustH. but eorporatlons.
Q._I nald trusts. A.-Yes.
Q.And you sald trusts. A.-That ls true.

q..And you bave already mcritloned two of them.

Mentlon some more. A.The record wlll show you
bow mary thero are.

Q._I nm not talklng nbout the record. I ara nsk-

Ing the question of you. A.-Y.s.
Q-Do trusts liave trust.es? A.-I presume they

have
y.- Don't you know? A.I am not a member of

any trust
y.-liave you trled to tax a trust? A.-Person-

alljrl
y._Yes. a.Tii.- Department ha*.
Q..Havo you as a rn. mber cf tho Department?

A..Personally, I don't remember that I have

y..liave you as a member of tho Tax Depart¬
ment done anythlng to eecure the taxation of tbo
peraonal property _i the large trusts r.-pr.-sented
In tbe city of New-York? A.-Not to my recollec-
tton.
y I cull your att.-ntlon to the fact that you have

mentloned tba Sugar Trust nnd the Tobacco Trust.
I DOW il. your nttentlon to the Stutidard Oll Trust.
You hav,.- heard of that? A..Yes, slr.
y They must have trustees? A.-Yes. slr.
Q..An.l under tho law. bave you the authorlty

to tax pemoiial property that ls found ln the hands
of trusteei-? A..Yes, slr.
y..rxeeutora? A.-Yes. slr.
y- Adinliilstrators*' A. Yes, elr.
y..Any men holdlng property ln trust? A..Yes.
y.-Any such man Ib llable to pay taxes, for prop¬

erty thut be holds In trust? A.-Yes, slr.

Q..Do you kr.ow who the trustees of the Btand¬
ard OU Company are? A..No.
y. Dl 1 you ever try to flnd out? A.No. slr.
y.You never dld? A..No, slr.
y..You bave not had to bother yourself wlth real

setate? A Y.s. but I havo not had any tlme to
taother myself wlth n_iythiu*r elso. Mr. Moss.

y..tVhat Is the total valu.itlon of the personal
property, of corporato personal property, held In
the city of N. w-York° A -For 18_?

BSSMI WF.AK ON FIOCRFa.

Q..Tes; glvo me the amount In flgures. A..1 do
not Just reeollect what the amount Is.

y.-ls It noo.OOO.nno, $300,000,000, rvjo.om.ooo. $400,000,000
or $60u.OCa..OOO? Olve It to me In one of those flgurer.
A..I could not at tbls mlnute

y._Ts ll Ji'io.OOO.OOO or ls It KiOO.OOO.OOO? (Not nn-

awered.)
y. -Which Ib the nenrest to 1t, $100,000,000 or $-¦«>.-

000,000? A..Now, walt a moment. and seo whether
I can thlnk. You want to know the exact amou.it''

jf Not the exact amount. I sald the approxl-
ir..i amount of peraonal property. elther ln Indl¬
vldual* or .-..rporatlona, thaf your Department boM
for taxation for one year. A..I could not r. .1 v

imswi-r now.

y.Whleh tigure la the nearest, $100,000.0.x> or $000.-
$08,008? A-l wouid not want to answer that now.
Q..Could not you Btate wl.lch ls the near.-si'.'

(Not tiiu--wer.nl ")
Q..Is lt as much aa $loo,0U0,00O? A.-It ls, pos-

elbly
y..Ia lt ln the nelghlsirtiood of $lon,<rt).onn? A.-

Well, 1 <ould brlng you the liat. I cannot b .v>

everythlng iu my m.-mory.
y..No, I have not ask* d you for exa/l flgurea.

A.The rer.,rd will show.
y..I am talklng to one of two men who have

BM.I a Bpeelalty ln tbls whol..- city of tbe aubje<-t
of taxation of personal property, and I have asked
you Whether the um.nint of pafBSBSl prnperty he'd
for tho year la ncarer Bw.f.m.taiO or K00.000,ono-|*ri'i
tl HDMOBOBO? A.I wlll brltig you the full pnrtlcu-
lara.
y.Ian*t lt four hundred mllllon? A..I couldn't

answer the question, because the 1068881 wlll show.
y.You don't know whether one> hundred mllllon,

two hundred ml!l!<>n. three bundn.d mllllon, four
hundred mllllon or flve hundred mllllon; you don't
know whbh of these la ihe approxlrnat.. ftgure'»
A..I haven't had a chance to look at the records
¦luce 1 have l>e«-ii there; tbat ts the answer.

y.Well. now, then, auppoelng that the value of
oersonal property lu the city of New-Tork la about

». hundred mllllon of dollara; do you hnotr. hav-,

you anv information. A. flnterruptlng)- What

la thut question'' .

y-As to the value of the personal property of

,h. Standard Oll Truat? A.-No. not now^
O -Do vou know whether It approxlmatee four

nundPrd mllllon dollars? A.-l MmjAWtJAjh
y.-The property of the Standard Oll Trust lf

N ls ln the hand. of truateea ln the city * JJtfT-
York. la npparently llnblo to taxation? A.-wnat

was thnt queatlon?
Mlt Q-KUJ BBBBBB MIXKD.

;;' Ar.V' there nol"executors of personal prop-

rroVlAn- tbere "ex'ecutors of real BSthtSt A.-Yes,
sir; I Biean personal property and real estate prop-

%y-I,0dont see what you are drlvlng at. Mr.
Or.il A -Lat tn. t. II you agaln. Pot Instance,

you hav.- an estate In your chnrge ns a lawyer. as

'o-Tea. A. -Ton go snd aw.-ar na to bow much
,! property you have for the estate and tha

Mtata ia held for tbat upon your alfli.av lt. Now
then If you have a truatao, the Identlcal way. lf
a mi'nor chlld la there, the truatea i« responalble
y.-Well, supposlbg 1 don't mnke any report

supposlng I don't make any i.ffldavlt; lf you can

llu.I oul the faota you can tax me, cnnt ayou.
A.-Y.ui hav.- 10 make an i.ffldavlt IS tht- Burro-

Q, BuppOalM I dOO'tJ supposlng I have neglected
mv duty entlrely and maib- no nffldavlt. WM ll

;"m.s to your knowledge that I am the executor
of an estate; yOU could tax the estate? A. The

i.rop. rty ls tax.-d under the law. i

O .That Isn't the queetlon; but can t you tnx the

property? A I can tax the r.-al property
Q. And tha peraonalty? A.-ir wa don't know

What the peraonalty conalate of, why, we hold
yOU, as executor, respotislble. |
Q. Exactly; but lf >ou bave Information outalde

of my affldavlt I have made no affldavlt. but you
have found out that I have It, then you can tax
me can't you? A.-Yes. alr: but the flurrogate will
naturally compel you to make a return.
y.Mu't you aie n-.t the Snrorgate; you are some

one <is. ? A 1 know, but there is where we get In-
(ormatlon from ..s to eatatea

ii u'nderstahd that; that all trustees, all per-
sona that hold th-- property for othera nre hahie
to pay a tax on It. are they not? A..That ls as I
stated a moment aso; yes. slr.
y The fact thal one is called an executor and

another a truatea la s'.mply a dHfaroaes lr. names?
A.-Yes. slr.

HARD QT"I.STI<iN T<) ANSWER.

Q.-Nnw, I ask you ngaln, after oll thls conversa-

tUui. what hav.- you p< ople done In the Tax De¬

partment. repreaentlng the personal and eorpora¬
tion slde of th,. Tax D.-partment, what have you
dona to Hnd OUl Wbl thet 'he gr.-at trusts represent-
eii la tba dty al Ffaw-Y8t_ and anppasadly in tho
hands of trust.es. are or nre not paying th.-lr

proper proportlon of tba taxes of the etty? What
have y.ni donef a Tour retorna wlll ahow, Mr.
Moaa what we hnve dono.
Q..Do you hnve any returns from ths sugar

trust and tobacco trust nnd the oll trust? A..
Ought to.

.j Have you any? A .T don't remember Just the
Instanca af the three corporatlonn; I don't remem-

bei aa to thal
y .I am not talklng about corporatlons; I am

talklng about trusts? A.-W.il y.s
Q i .rn bave already sald that pooatMp property

held by the trustees mlght hnve alren_y been UUCOd
ln Ihe corporatlona; tbat ls posslble? A.-Well, not

the truateea that I refer to, Mr. Moss; you have
mfsanderstood ma
Q -No, >"'i mlstinden.tnn'l me agaln. A..I refer

to tnistecB as representlng property of somo de-
ceaeed person, and you mean the trustees of the
trust.
y Wo were talklng aliout the trustees of trusts,

and I asked you whether you were taxlng them,
an.l you sall tbat perhapa thelr property has al-

ready been taxed ln tbo corporatlons that have gone
Into the trusts. I hald, perhapa that Is so. Now,
then, you have the rlght to put nn assessment
agalnst these men ns trustees, and then they wouid
hnvo the rlght to come before you nnd show
that the property had nlrea.lv pald Its tax. wouldn't
they? A..Thelr returns ought to show as to what
they have done. If I hud In our ofHc*-
y..-Well, have you any returns In your offlce from

the sugar, tho tobacco or the oll trust. or any
other of these larg.; trusts? If you have, be klnd
enough to brlng them with you to-morrow? A.-
Yes, slr, I wlll do that.
Q..Yes. and then we wlll have them? A.-Yes, I

wlll do that.
y..And I wlll band you now (hnndlng wltness

»llp of paper) tbo names of the truateea of the
Btandard OU Trust, whi.h Is tho only one thnt I
was able to lay hands on at short notlce. I wouid
like to hnvo the others ns well, but I wlll hand
you these trustees, ao that you may be gulded ln
your hunt for the papers. These are the SSseSB*
ments that nre Impoeed upon these gentlemen per-
sonally, hut you will look nnd see If they have
been required to appenr as trustees of the trust
as w.-ll** A Tee, slr.
Reoess untll 2 o'clock.

AFTERNOON BESSIOlt.
IIOFFMAN TRIKfl TO TURN THR PROBE

PROM TH_ TAX DEPARTMENT,
Mr. Or.-il reeumed tlie stand.
Mr. Mosa.Now, Mr. (Jrell-
Mr Hoffman- I thlnk lt proper nt thls tlme to

cull tba attentlon of thls commlit.-.- and eoonsel to

tbo f nt of tho uppolntm.-nt of a special commlt-
teo of the lenata and Assembly, In the patt month,
nt tha requeet and on the recoamendatlon of tlie
Governor of the state, for th.- express purpoaa of
rxnmlulng Into the entlre eubject of tajt.itl.ui, and
I betteva that ln taklng up thls subject lt Is taklng
up conalderable tlme of thls commlttee, nnd at
conalderable expenaa, snd dolng the work nssign.-,i
to *a spe.-lal commlttee, appolnted by a concurrent
resoiution of tha I.eglslature. I bellevo by going
on and taklng up tbls subject, It ls encronehln
upon th-- dutlea of thut commlttee. and on the
score of economy I deslro to call the nttentlon of
tl.ts commlttee and couiip.-l to lt, for tho purpose of
the question belng r-onaldered ns to whether or not
we should not allow that matter to be examlned
Into and lnv.stlgated by the OflBBIBlttSS cxpr.ssly
nppolnted for that purpose, upon the recommenda-
tl.-n of tbo Covernor of the State.
Tln- Chalrman.'in vlew of the st.-itement of Mr.

Hoffman. I will say that there la a thorough un-

deretandlng betaroan this commlttee as to tha work
outiin.-d t,» bo performed by the ommitteo ap-

potnted for tbat purpose. The work we have dono
here will save that commlttee some tlme, and en-

ablo them to dSTOtS tbe tlme at thelr dlsposal ln
other dlrectlons. nnd they will conal.ler It a help
luatead ol a detrlsaanl to their work.
Mr, Hoffman-1 call the nttentlon of the cun-

n iti.e OB the BCOre of e.-unomy, as to whether we

ahould tnko up thls work. I b.-ll.-vo we are SSUTpIng
tba powera of that commlttee ln taklng up thls
matter. nnd a sum of money has been nsslgne.l for
the expensea of thm commlttee, an.l I helleve we

are addlng double t-xpetise to tbe taxpay.-rs of the
Btata nf New-TotB ln tbls commlttee taklng It up,
an.l thal commlttee also.
Tho Chalrman.As I have already stated, HiIb

commlttee and that commlttee are ln SOCOfd,
BUOAB TRC8T AHSKSK.MKNT.

Mr. Moaa Mr. C.nll. you bave produced stnte-

nients of thr.e ao-called trusts; flrst, Btatement of
tha Anu rlcan Sugar Reflnlng Company for IBBB,
showinv thal thal company has an o_oa nt No. 117
W.ill-st., ln tbo Iloroiigli of Manhattan; has its

prlnclpai offlce flt Jers.-y ('Ity; the value of safes,
Bxturea and fBmfture In tha Btata <>r New-Yorfe ia
fSfl.OOO; ensh on hand and In bank was l.-ss thau
IOuS.SOO, and sbowlng no other assets, and on tho
back of thla paper ir this Indoraement: "Assess-
m.iit tlxed Sl 0.MO& F'-ltlier, 0." "O." stands
(Or Orell. And what Is the other one? Salmon?
A. flalmon.
Q..Feltner, Balmon snd Orellj thal ls the Com¬

mlttee on Peraonal and eorporation Taxes? a..
Y.s
Q, -Tli.-u this ls an lllustratlon of what you have

t,,iii na lhal lha eorporation matters of the Tax
Departmenl ar- entlrely in tba handa of tbls sub-
oonunlrteef a Yes, sir.
y.Now, Mr. Commlssloner, I have notlced that

n large numlicr of the blanks on that certlficato aro

not fllled up You Doilce that? A I do.
y.-H..w Is thaf A- Well. I w..til,l like to corr-.-t

n parl of thal answer to the queatlon before.
y,--Y>-*>. you may. A..1 stated BSfOfB tbat ln

case tha llne la lmt so lllled .that a few p«'npl.- wlll
.-. rm- In wlth us ond help tis.

Q..You havo sald that before? A.-Well. yes,
Blr.
y..Hut that waa not for your sub-commlti.e?

A..Thla Is made by th.- company-
Q..How doea II h.ipp. n tbat y,iu accepted the re¬

turn wh.re many of tha bl itik. are not lilU-d up''
A .Kor tbta reaaon: Tbat ls a noi.-r.-sld. nt eorpo¬
ration. Th.-lr goods are ahlpped to New-York and
thelr billa aro collcctcd from the maln offlce,
G.-Now let us eee (readlng), ."Btatemvnt -madSw

and dellvered to th. Commleslonera of Taxea and

Ae*e*emrntB ot the clty of New-York for and In

behair Of the Amerlcan Sugar Reflnlng Company.

.howing the aum Invatrt In bu.tr.eas In the fltato

of N-rw-York on the second Monday of January,
»09 The company nnm«l ln thlB statement Is nn

orgenl.atlon under the l.ws af »?)* Btate of N-w

Jeraey. havlng It. principal oflb* at Jeraey Clty.
Tho ompany ha. an offlce at No. 11? WaJI-flt..

Rorough <*f Manhattan. ln the clty of New-iork.
Amout.t of capltal for whlch company Is organ¬

laed (blank), and the followlng items are true

vtatemeata af the buslness af the eoaapanf la tho

Sta.o of New-York 08 t|M second Monday of Jan¬

uary. im. Ha* the corporatlon ll-B-M ******

provlslons of Chapter « of tho UBM of '*«.

(Blank.) What waa Indtcated bs fhe b..slne,aH or

the objeel of Ihe corpotatlofl which it proposed
to carry oa withm this Btatc? (Btaak.) What

plare wlthln the flkeM was Indlcat.-l aa Its prlt.e'pnl
pta«fl of buslness? Blank) H-l the ,-orporatl.n
Bwre than one pl-'"'- <>f transnctlng Its bu*»lne.*s

Wlthln this Hinte. and If so. wh.-re? (Blank.) The

amount reC-VBBle on notes and open acconnta ln

tk. State of New-York WM (blank). The vnlue

of good* and ti.erchBt.dlse ln he State of New-1 ork

was (blank). The value of machlncry and plant In

ih.- Btato wna (blank). The valu. of .tocks, flx-

turea and f.irnlture. «»,000. CH*h on hand and ln

tbe hink wae less thnn $008,800. The amount of

blll* aad aeea-Bta payabb, n erohandlse for Items

Included ln the sale*. and a**ets was (blank). The

amount lnvested ln buslness ln the Stat* was

(blank). 11m nny Indebtedne** been contrarted In

the purchase of non-tuxable property or stcurltle.
for the purpoae of evodlng mx.-itlon? No. 1" the

company nssessed by the State Controller, and, If

so. to what amount? (Blank ) Sworn to by Ar¬

thur Donner, treusurer. before John H. Themas,

notnry publlc."
ba-r-OTIV- HTATKMENT.

Q.-Now, you see thl* stattm.nt does not «how

whether or not the corporatlon has any goods.
Warafl and men hnndlse ln the State of New-York.
It .eean't show that lt hnsnt? It doean't say

thnt It hnsn't notea and open arcounls In the State

of New-York. It doean't say that lt has no ma¬

chlncry and plant ln the State of New-York. It

doean't say that thero ure no blll* and aeooBBtfl
due and owlng In the State of New-York. It

doean't say that lt 1ms no money inveated ln tho

State of New-York. What proof dld you take out-

¦ade of thls statement of those fncts? A.-Well.
tbat ls a .>.impi.ny that I* organlaed under the law

of a different Stat.-. It la taken for granted where

they m> state thnt thelr muln offlce ls BB another
Hla..-, we can only hold them ns to return*, ask-

lng such B-taeaa and money ln bank* they have,
as you eee they glve us here.

.' But you furnlsh them wlth a blank there.

rou eent them that blank to be tllled out. and

th.-re are Important Items there whlch are not

flll.-d out ut all. They don't deny thnt they have

the property. and they don't admlt that they have

lt. A. W- take what they have ln New-York.

Q..Taa, but Isn't It po*s1blo for a forelgn corpo¬
ratlon to bave B-acblnery In the State of New-

York? A..Y.-s.
g. -And lf lt had marhlnery ln the State of New-

York It should ba aaaeaeed? A..Yea.
g.-Isn't it poaallllt f<>r a foretgn corporatlon to

hav.- flg-ode, wa.es and merehanlls* In the State of

New-York? A..Tea.
g.-And do you mean to say thls panlally com¬

pieted statement Is nll y.u go on? A.-It ia not.

We aee th.-y have no cotmectlona In the State of

New-Tork, becauaa the maln offlce ls ln New-Jer-

s..y, Mr. Moaa.
Q. -But when you glve them a statement to be

lilled up. anl where Itema ln thnt gtatem. at may

posslblv, If aaewered, show property ln New-York

State, why don't you make them flll them out.

A.-We can't force them; the law doesn't glve us

the power.
Q..You say you only asscss them at those two

IteaM whlch are ln that paper, $6_.»*. What ls that

176,000,801 down there on the corner of the paper?
A.-That ls ns near aa our chlef deputy could come

to the gross capltnl.
Q..That Is the gross cnpltnl? A.That is as near

as our chlef deputy could come t<> the gross capltal.
Q.-That 1b the capltal as Issued In New-Jersey?

A..No, the whole.
Q..All of the companles that are unlted tn the

trust? A.Well. as nsseesed them. as a company.

Q._Welt, thla is a New-Jersey corporatlon; where

ls that capltal of $75,000,000? A.-They have not put
lt ln there.

HUXD-EM WHN'T TELL ANYTHIN<#.

Q-The'y have not put It ln there? Why dldn't

you rcqulre th.m to put lt In? A.-I wlll state, Mr

Moss, that we have a number of them. hundreds of

them, that don't glve us any return at all.

g..What do you do wlth them? A.-A*s**s them

by our own ablllty as to what buslness they are do¬

lng ln New-York. Take. for lnstance. a corporatlon
ln New-Jersey that ls ln the manufacturlng llne.

g..One of your Commissloners.I thlnk lt was

Mr. Sheehy-tbe other day sald these sfatementa
were sent to a corporatlon under the law. wlth the

expectatlon that they would return them. that lf

they dld not return them they would send again; lf

they were not then returned they. your Board,
would n-.sess the corporatlon at a *um somewhat
larger than it was supposed the property waa

worth. ln order to put a sort of punlshment or re-

mlnder on them. A. I was golng to come to tbat.
Q..YOU were golng to eOBM to that? A.Where

a corporatlon don't make nt.y retums we get as

n.-.ir to the capltal us we can. and we get as near

as we can to the business. If lt is a rallroad com¬

pany, they can't have mueh more than an offlce In

New-Tork. If it ls a manufacturlng company, lf
they have a placo of buslness ln New-York, they
moat naturally must have machin.ry and stock.
and we assess them ac-ordlng to those clroum-
Btanoaa.
g..Now. Mr. Grell, here Is the statement of the

Ani.rl.-.in Tebacoo CoaapanP, ond I notlce that In
this statement the blanks are fllle.1 up? A..That
is true.

Q..Thl -¦¦ peopio havo told you what they have?
A I -

Q..They have admitted they have, amountj^-
celvable of notes nnd open aceount* ln the State of
N.w-York. $'.-.339. Now. perhepa lf the sugnr

company had tllled out that blank lt would have
shown somethlng ln that place? A..Probably It
woaM.
g..The tobacco compnny admtts th« value oi

goeda, ware* nnd BM«*ct..d_a la the State of New-
York was $405.4-19 81; the value of lt* macblnery and
plant In tbe State of New-York. $14",2*51 27; the value
of Ihe BBfea, tlxtures and furnltiire In the State ..f
New-York, llljBBB iiwibIiIbibI'Ij leaa thnn th.> other
company; thnt the cash on hand In bank wns $)**,-
7_ .*. tl.nt ls consld.-rnbly less lndlcn.lng that thls
tobacco trust was a smaller company than the
pugar trust. And the rnpltnllzatlon whlch you peo¬
ple hnve marked at the foot of tho paper ls $**>,-
000.000, l.ss than half, yet lt shows .,00<),000 and
more ln Items. where there Is no return at all In
the suKi.r compnny. Now. If ) ou had compelled them
to return those items In the sugar compnny paper
probably you would have got $1,000,000 In there. A
Aa to that question. I thlnk It Is a legal question.
I don't know wh.-ther are have ii rlght lawfully to
do that.

FENAI.TY ON TBUI BKTCHNS.

Q .Here thls tobacco compnnv admitted nssets of
$SS1.1I*). nnd clnlms to owe debts of $210,854. lenvlng
a balance af wtd.-m, nnd you Baaaea them nt the
full amount, $670,326- (aliowlrg BBper) there are your
slajnatures? A.-Ye..
g. There. you see, th<> compnny, whlch has made

a full niul complete r.-tum. Is at'sessed ut exactly
what It retums, und the other company, Whlch has
ii. I.a -nly I, partlnl return, glvlng only two llgur.-B,
!* BBBfBBrd Bt Just what lt return. Why dldn't you

'-¦. your power ln the ase of the s.iatnr com¬

pany. und kd.l siu.i.thlng, put them to lt, upon
thoae Items whlch were not unswend? That would
bave been ln Uae of what the Comn.lsaloner
testltU-,1 the otber day as the course of practlce In
the offlc*. A. ln tinswer to that I wlll state that
the thousands that we have lt 1* Impoaslble to go
nfter OYOeyihlag BDd fl.i.l 0*Jt what they hnve tn
th.- ortlce. We have to aje by th.-lr return*.
Q Th.r.- I. a ve. >. large mntier. and they have

over JrSOO.UOO? A..They clalm h.-ro they have only
un ofti.e in New-Tork
g..Where ls that clalm. that they have un offlce

utily In New York? A -They glve un offlce In N»w-
York.
g .But they do not say they havo not an offlc*

i.iiywhere els". They slmply fall to flll out th.
blanks? A That H a fr.-queiit occurrence wlth
f.ir.-lKii corpornllon*.

STANI>AHT> OfL ASSKSSMKNT.
Q.-Now here we have the HtandnrJ Oll Company

whlch goes Into the imtter very fully. The Stnnd-
i.rd Oll Company shows even Its real eatate. The
Hian.bird oll (ompany of New-York says. total
gi.tsa aaaeta, Includlng reol estite. $r,2r*,0ofi *«, of
.Ahlch ten milllon la real eatate aud seventeen
milllon 1.4 peraonal. Capltal Btoek pald ln or se-
cured to b« pald ln, Bt-ven milllon dollars. Amount
of Burplua earulnga, $8,071,218 »; actual valuo4 ae Ita

real esate Ib e*rrted on thelr book» aa an _.,,
tlO.218.270 Then there Ib Indorsed on thla pJ^J
"Assessment flied at $.0,000 by consent" CtwJJ
Blgned l^wts Cass I,edyird, F Peitner, q/jl!
Orell? A.-And A. fl. for Arthur flalmon.
Q.-A. 8. for Arthur Balmon? A.-Yes.
y Now « notlce Cnflf the blank furnl.had fw

Standard Oll Company ls entlrely dlfferent froai^
other blank7 A.-A New-York eorporation.
y. Is ;t a N'-w-York eorporation'' A. -Y^ _

flnd It that way.
Q..Yes, orgBnlsed under the laws of the gf,,,

of New-York. Th.-n In that case you allow^ tl^
to state thelr peraonal property ln bulk, |n ^
ofh«>r ea-es you requlre ihem to make d*t»m|
statements| A.-We havo got to ass*ss the q^
assets.
y. I notlce that they dld not an*w*r th* <^

tlon. whlcb you asked, to glve the rate . dlrlilea^
for last year or tlie amount of the laat
divldend? A.They haven't glven any.
Q..Tbey dld anawer tho question. "th*

actually pald for real estate owned by you." ^T
dld answer that. saylng. I'nknown'? A.-I tbto
ycu wlll flnd It In here, Mr. MsSB
q _No. It Is not In there. almply t\* a******

valuatton there? A..Well. the a**<*s*4 valaafw
ls all they want.
Q.- But you asked them to glve yo-i (ha ot\m

they pald. They say. "I'nknown " I>on't yoa bb>.
paaa *h«t the eorporation haa record* to afca,
what ls actually pald for real setate? A -Oight u,
Q..Ought to have. Hut you BOB8BMI tket

answer "I'nknown?" A.-I don't ki.ow. I havifi
looked.
Mr. Moss-Well, look It over They evtd*_^

BOSSBtsi thnt. A. (looking ar psper) Thit U <
rlght. I guesa yoti wlll flnd nl1 the property t_>
rave got rlght In these two BUpplemi ntary $Uia»
m"iiti.

TRUST OMACIOUBLT conskntkd.

q..It wouid oppear that your De*j artSMM wmtej
to tax tbem for more than slx hundred thouaaal
dollara, because they cons.-ntnl io slx haaftal
thousand dolltrs. What was It tbSI your bept-.
ment wnnted to tax them? Csa yo i i. !l from that?
A..Wherever we have n large company that really
hastn't made returns. why. we try tO g*t th*u t»
consent, we urge upon them th.it they >utttt»
pay some taxes; and, through that, they often af
consent.
y..Through that, you say, they v.ry of»*n m%

consent? A .Yes, slr.
y.Now. thls atateaeeut ahi - 4*«euaf

personal property. BSfSBtaaai mllllon doflaral A-
Klndly let me see that.
y,_jfo, walt a moment. Indebtedneaa In daiaf,

ns follows: *'I-onns nnd aeeoonts transf. rn d. t«0r.
mllllon dollars." That wouid 1- . va*
Burplus of SOStiy flve mllllon dollara of p-i_aa_
rropcrty; but you aeeepted Bn asaaaai »ia,
you consented to an BSSSSBSBenl 81 sli hundrel
thousand dollars. Now. on what r.rg:;mei<. anl
by whut Ilr.e of reasonlng, ar.d by wha' con»M*rv
tlon of facts, did you reduea tha apaaresl surpiaa
of personal property by nearly the mlilion dollara
there, down to slx hundred tbouaand MbbTB. A .

But ycu don't take Into eonalderaUaa the .upplaa
m.-ntary BtataBBBBt tbat we bave bt n

q..Where is thst? a ta sbbbI ta
Brooklyn und In New-York. r. Th.it haa
to bc dedueted.
y.-But that rOSl estate Is t.ix.d by I'se'.f, hnf,

lt? A.I know; but then lr la in tha groa. aa»vU
.the real eatate ls Ir; th-- v

y.Oh, no. Look at lt Or.,ss aaaeta twenry.
¦even mllllon dollars; real eatata ten mllllon dol*
lars; personal property, Beveatees mllllon dollarar
A..They are all sddai t*S*f
Q.In th" tw.-nty-sev.-n miblon dollara? A.T«8)

alr.
y.-Your personal property ls BBVantaaS mllileB

dollars? A.-That ls very true.

SOME INGENIOCS FIGfRINO.

Q -Indebtedneaa ln detall is |l?,W,0O0? A -Ver|
true.
Q.-Now, fI2.O0O.O0O taken from B7/NMW lesvel

$R/jno,r«v); but. as there are some odi flgnrefl th*r%
1 say nearly BMUHA How do you acale BAWEB
down ti MMtfl That Is on thelr own flgureef
that ls on thelr own sworn stat-m-nt. There M
the affldavlt. (Indlcatlng.) How do you do It? A..

Thls will show for ltself You add thls together.
The real estate and the peraonal property wlll
make $27,285,000. Now. you deduet real estate snd
debt. and lt wlll come out that you BJavS a cetd
there Instead of a surplus.
Q.-But ls not the r*al estate taxed 1 y BBBg

A.-Yes; but-
Q.-Now, llsten to me. Is not the re-il estatB

tnxed by ltself? A-Yerv true. Aad th ll I* the

reoson lt ls dedueted. It Is charg. 1 _ tha groaj
assets.
y.-I understnnd that. The real estate ls t*«*«

by iteelf. Bo thnt when the tax Is eoce I

real estate, lt does not touch the personal t-tatel
A.-No.
q _Now thls statemer.t shows that the real

estate of the company wns fl.BB, T_U B al¬

ready taxed. and pald Into the real estate siie

of the Tax Department. Isn't Rt It further ahoBS
that the personal property sepnr.it.d from the

real e*tata Is $17,000,000. lt shows that the Ind
ness ln detall I- $". "¦ "¦" No*. ?ou -*. % ,ur

$i"ooo ooo away from row R7.OB>.0i». and you bive

n.-urlv IS.OW.vOW? A -Y-s; but they canBOt take

the indebtedneaa awsjr; you couldn't do thst
Q -If you dld not tak- the rBdobtodnoaB away

they wouid have to pay oa RI BBAW A BO slr. «»o

$17.<X».0iW thut you havo there-you have tlie paper
there-ls a debt, lsn't lt? ,_,..._.
Q.-Yes A.-Very wcil; lt has to be dedueted

from the gross assets __.,,,.. i»

Q.-Deduetod from what? TOB dont deduet lt

from the real estate and the P-rsonal propertyj
A-No. slr; from the gr<>«* SBSfta
Q.-Of personal property ? A.-The atatement, aa

you have lt there. .,.._.
y.-How can you deduet debts from real r»t>BTB

A-Why, you don't do lt. The raal estat*. a. i

tell you. ls ln the gross nssets Natur illy. to come

to a concluslon. you hnve got la radOSB lt ««<"»

from tbe same, as the returns BbOW lt th*re.

y.I don't see how you BBSka _.I out* **

Well, your rcturne show it.

APPKAT_ TO "ANY CKNTIKMAN"
y.-But tbere nre tho returns? (Imll-I'lf-BJ

A.-Well, lot any gentlemun loofe at lt and he WlB

see. i

y.-The real eatate stands by Itaetf, SBl !» ta**»

by itaelf. r.-gardless of detits, isn" lt. and. wiietMB

lt ls OWned by the Standard OU CoBBpanf or^r«,
or by any other company. lt ls tavi? A »*w

slr; thnt is rlght .

y.-You have nothlng to do witb tha real «

slde <.f the Department. have y,.u" A ",,ut

command them to glve the real BSUtS lu tht I."

y.-But you have nothlng to do Wlth th- fa__|
of the real estate. That ls done on the other sa

of your Department by the other eonunltteet A"*

Well. you can take It as such, If you want ta

Q.-I do tnke lt os such. A.-It ls tha MS omw

that does lt. Just the lutti*.

y -In the statement submltted to >"U by «¦¦

company, whtch shows what r,i aatata B ^**
nevertheless that real estate baa aln '.> ¦¦

taxed and Is out of your hands. and WS il "<',l» "*

conslderlng ls the personal estate. ls lt

Y.s. slr. the eorporation-thla is a coipoiS.B
return.
Q.-Now. tben. a eorporation returns that l(

|R,MMII of personal estate. wlth an IndebtedBSB
of $12,000,00); an.l. If I con flgure. tl.at k ivea near¬

ly $5,000,000, or over, personal eatate. A N". P*
are taklng off the real estate only.
y.-I am not totichlng the rc.l est.ve I am a*

tulklne; nlwut the real estate. we ,'., a': ''on***J
that real estnte. We are talklng BhSOl l""fstfaal
estate. A..You have tbere d-bt* '.oan* an.l BC*

counts payable, *o\er twelve mllllon.
Q.-Twelve mllllon Now. you have founi ,r»J

haven't you? Now. look nnd flrd out h< w muoB
personal prop.-rty they bave? A Th.y bSBO »B)
b.-re, aeventeen mllllon.
y-NOW, deduet tw.lve mtllton from sever.teea

mllllon. A Hut you can't do It. Mr USSS
Q.-Why can't you? A You _8«0 W* 0"¦',

debts here.
y What other debts? A.-MBWSBS.RSB bsS

chattels. .

y -M.rcban.llse and chuttela-are those debtal
A.No. thut Ib true. That's an acount.
y .Tbnt |s an assct', A.-Yes Ciili.-d ¦_...

curltles here whtch are to be deduet.-.1
Q.-llow m-ich? A Keven hundte.l an.l fourteeS

thousand dollars.

W1TNKSS (JROWS ITUBBOBK
Q..Beven hundred flnd fourte. n tboussiul dollarS

Well, thnt don*t r.Muce lt very much A "'___
are flgurea here to show plnlnly wh. re tho re<lu»
tlon comes In.
y.. I want you to tell me. Now, look here. W<

(Ireli, lf you wlll allow me. I wlll hand you a nlce
dean whlte page of paper and a penctl. X.l.I
alr.
jCJ.-And wewlll take thla.amdavltfla a.mto^


